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Loup Basin Public Health Department Staff Test Positive for COVID-19 
 
Burwell, NE - Loup Basin Public Health Department (LBPHD) is notifying the public that some 
staff within our office have tested positive for COVID-19. Forty-eight (48) hours prior to test 
results, LBPHD staff did not have any work-related contacts with the public without wearing the 
appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE).  
 
LBPHD has reported an increase of cases and concerns with community spread in several 
counties within the district. As our staff have been out of the office conducting clinics and 
COVID-19 testing for TestNebraska, it is likely they came in contact with someone contagious 
with COVID-19 and, despite wearing appropriate PPE, were infected with the virus.  
 
LBPHD is following CDC guidance for isolation and quarantine. Staff are working from home and 
the office, where the doors are locked to outside visitors, to remain responsive to our citizens 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
It is important to remember that no one is exempt from encountering this virus and you should 
be tested if you have any symptoms consistent with COVID-19. The majority of LBPHD’s staff 
who have tested positive have mild to no symptoms.  
 
As numbers rise within the State, LBPHD encourages everyone to do their part to help slow the 
spread of COVID-19 and protect the vulnerable population who can become very ill, 
hospitalized or even die as a result of contracting COVID-19.  
 
All Nebraskans are encouraged to avoid the “Three C’s” to help slow the spread of the virus: 1) 
crowded places, 2) close contact, and 3) confined spaces. As released by the CDC earlier this 
week, it is now  known through research that brief encounters within 6 feet of someone who 
was infectious adding up to a cumulative 15 minutes or more over 24 hours  can cause 
someone to contract the virus. The best approach to protect yourself and those you care for is 
to use multiple layers of non-pharmaceutical interventions when you are at work or in the 
public. LBPHD encourages everyone to wear a mask, social distance, wash your hands and 
frequently disinfect high touch surfaces.  
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Loup Basin Public Health Department serves nine counties including Blaine, Custer, Garfield, 
Greeley, Howard, Loup, Sherman, Valley and Wheeler. 
 


